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<~- , s « ereM h diff „ M Mfw ^ ^ te ^ ^ ^ ^ 

«- — A* -* - software P ,oo U „, wte „ wi „ ^ 
-* fte UWW ed idaifty !torod ^ ^ fc ^ 

*~y o, ™ idCT% of te righlfu| _ being taciuded ^ ^ 

supply *e « „ ftc user coraputw . ^ m prcvMt fa ^ ^ 

«** «P*i . softwa™ p,^ c , whMl stored „ compu)er mi wh 
b-« no, supplW from ^ cenw ^ _ a joftware ^ ^ te 

*= «nt», _ ^ ^ ^ inforaiaijon jn a ^ • 
° f ^ ^ fc *—« * *. is, ,he s„ ft „ m product 

product will not operate if wh«»n ^ . 

P rate when being executed, ,t finds that information therein 

being altered. 



- « - t. oovio M „ ftMe ^ jn the art that vatious changes J 
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What is claimed is: "IVIOHdO 

'•(Second time Amended) Amethod foLerotcctisg software r 

[Authorising software for u«> *„ -> 

. ! " ■ M proteci ou,er — ^ * 

»' aging a rightful or an authorised user th*,~„* ^ 

fining tfte exiacnce 

"^^^'^ — of said 

EEOCCSjiafi device nmviJ- Pt°-»"r,dil,r,n fpr s M d 

y?haeu ! ^did en aey [8 „ ftware ] slaB ^^ 

[being for use on said computer to provide info™,- , 
au.h»n«d„ s „ isa id„, tasdon] mf ™°° ° f ^ - 

seid 2 f °' [S " dl «« «*— I user, usMs) of 

^^i^r^,,-^ 

[and the existence of said identity software ;„ . 
- - ~ * b ein g dete^d "~ ™' 

saidremotecomputer] P ^° n ^ Perf0lTOed * 

[wherein use of said software desired to be n mte ♦ , 

not be permitted if ^ ■„ • P * ° D COm P uter w ^ 

permitted lf sa 'd ^ntaty 80ftware ^ dc 

^meansundercontrolofsaidcomputer , 
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^ (Flm *" "> ^^^m^ unauthorised use as 

[AuthoMsin. sofroare , SMred jn a ^ ^ ^ ^ 

— , Cain, ,, wherein ^ comprising ^ ^ ^ ^ 

autaticating said identi,, [sofW] aej^fc^ . 

[and if the result oflhe authentication of said identity software is unfavourable ] 

WUI (fiMher] * dcteniiled „ ^ 

M «*, in a memo* means under eon.ro, of said compufcr,, if j6 e JSisJl ^ 
^'^A-^AjHh^^ 

[Authorising softw.ro, stored in a deviee or e«n g p hys ie.„ y on . mediu^ ' 

h ardware annVor soft,, arc of said ,.,„.„. . 

Mrt further eotnpHsin* [a „ tancatinJ] ^ ^ ^ 

«d, authentic^ , he c „ puter m wucb m aiisss2Bis2flff ^ J 

g^g^t^dthird information; 

^ if ^ a uto de. ti o„ resui, of me eo mputtr on which i. runs is unfavourabie said 
a hortstn, sof^re wi U no. pe^t „se of said softwa* desired to he protected a 
w,U perm,, use of said software desired to be protected) 

^^^^^ 
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w - Mwt „ dctermined as exMng in a ^ ^ ^ ^ 

of .he computer <,„ which said ^ 

4 (Fir* te * lttkl(MlBtai ^ 

I***, solw , stored h . devi „ or - 

on a medium, as claimed in claim I J V 

wherein said operation being operation relate ™ u- 

. ^ 8 P re 3ted t0 "^'"S W*"* fen, an account of 

said rightful [or authorised user] user£s). 

»^U, Arising software, stored in a device or existing physicd " 
on a medium, as claimed in claim 1 J 

-* „ f said p rote «d proeranis ^ validi)y Uonmtim ^ a 
P-deterr^d location |herei „ for ^ ^ ya]id idMiiy ^ jB ^ ^ 

- • -~ Predeter^ed 1— , m d a „ encwled ^ of iB 

- ^ „d eleh of ^ p[OKcKd ^ ^ ^ 

^ dec^Hon re ,„„ of ^ ^ ^ 

claimed in r.iaims, 

claimed in claim 5,] ' 
where, ^ cenpris^ „ ^ 
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tsaid authorising software will not permitl use of . ^ 

pcrmiij use of said protected programs will not be 
permitted and will hejermitted if ntWun-., . " 

7. (Second lim e ProKc „, n Mftwm fc _ ^ a [conpuKrj 

tea. <» p-cc, [ Pureh . scd eomputoJ ^ 8!&JtetoM _ 

^ ■ **> or an authorised user ^ 

fron, enabiing or a„„w*g othc, person(s) „ ssU software de$ired a ^ pMKicd 

or a duplication copy thereof] ; 

said protection software comprising : 

identity software (for use on said cornputer t0 ^ ^ 
rightful or authorised user ;] 

W i ° ^ ° ^na " 0,, bei " 8 -"""M safiito used nu^^ ^ 

m enabiing operands, for wiich [saWJ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
software desired to be proved has a u responsib | e . 

authorising software ^..S^^^^ ^^^^ 
when «, [persuing ^ ofJ ^.^^ ^ ^ ' 
be protected [, on said computer] ; 

wherein sale identity software and said authorising software are conned in 
-d proton software in such a manner that said audtorising software is prevented 
from bemg copied therefrom individually; and 

wher^hnpro^^ 
specific to said userf s) 



*. (Hrs. toe rrotecnon software [, stored in a device or existing 

PhystcaUv on s ^ „ ^ h ^ ? _ ^ ^ ^ 
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9- (First time Amended) Protection soAware f stored in . „ ■ 
u ■ ,. l ' storea m a device or existi™ 

physically on a medium,] as claimed in claim 7 u ■ 

tb, . HsMfc, or « ^ UStt M ^ ^^^7 

S T ™ ] mmm °- ^^-^ 

aesireJ to be protected [on said computer] ; 

wherein nation M ^ [said] ri^, [or ^ 

being accessible to the user thereof ; 

« information being csaaifeoffc^ „ 

^ "" hon!ed "«] asafsl to be responsible . 

U - Urn. ^ Aulhorjsing ( ^ ^ _ 

» on . medium,, K ^ fa ^ ^ ^ • 

operation related to makin H navmmt S 
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co mprising the steps nf : °" - ' 

taction software for use on . computer> , protect othcf 

person(s) to use said software desired to be protected or a . r 

r . . protected or a duplication copy thereof • 1 

I said protection software comprising : J 
obtaining a firc t j n f omiflt ; nn f 

^^^^^^^ ^ 

against used by unauthorised user l „ m ,^ °«cuon 
onsecluser,] prodding asecond information [of said] related 
to rightful [or authorised user! userto of toM «. , «iaj related 

in enabH ^ *** ^ « 

[authorising software for, when e*^.w»H • • 
correct password not entered by user .] 
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™° daim " where,n aid *— ** «— <° 

information bein g a password 



cpmensjngjhest^pf: =>5«use, 

lAuthorising software for use on a computer to protect other 
. puier 10 Drotect other computer software by 

a or . utaiscd uscr ftwof ^ ^ ^ ' 

N.d au^H*, 5olw ^ fci ^ executei ^ 
software d«i»i to b. prottMed on ^ . 2)] 

mean, under comrol of ^ compuletl , ^ ^ 

'»f»™»t,o»of 8 aidn 8 htfi,l„r,» 0 ,ori, e d l , s „ ,1 

fcr which |saidJ ^ (ot ^ ^ - M 
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5. ffte a. A J5a!!a4J ^ s2!s£!! ^^ 
[A*ons,„ 8 program . stored in , device „ ^ _ _ ^ ] 

- *M h c„i m ,4, *rc in s. i(i opmtior , being ^ J 

payment fron ,„ ^ ^ (w ^ ^ 

I! ^te*«^ aSau£lsita B-MattUlltal|tajt 

inroiffiationjherein ; - ? - 

-Awn 

control of Midriahtfiil nserfc) . 

* tad. eteia^^^^ 

'nfonnation from th« ,. w ,K. r . nf . 
confidential information th^,» . " 

^ Transaction tnke place. , ^ 
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sa.d protect™ software comprising : 
identity S oW for, with protection 

^"-^^^cr*^^. " h0nSCd ^ 
said i,,^ b , ng jn enabling ^ whjch 

authorised user has to be responsible ; 

authorising software for, when exernw 

» of , aid ^ ^ to ta proKcw wui 

information obtained from user .| 

■7. A method for P ro Kcti „ g Mftware by . system 

« — * — w h ere to ^ ta ^ ^ ™ - 
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a) 
b) 
c) 



protected to a ^feg deWce under ^ ^ _ ^ 
* ^ id soflwi „ ^ sysKm> t 
processing device ; 

^ ! " id *" «— — « - - P—t, device. My „„, 
« device, if iiCTlily informMjon/means wWch ^ ^ 

»r . co™, _ of ^ procMsi „ g ^ fot ^ ^ a reraM 

eW m e ^ „ ammx ^ ^ ^ . ^ 

processing device ; 

« * . comnlul , ic .„,„ ^ ^ fct ^ ^ a ^ ^ 

* -d rer„e .iconic ttammim systtmi fcr vcri ^ e ^ ^ 
-bd ace™, 0> said control ^ of ^ rmote ^ 

system to said first software ; 

■> » «< ta Mftware , 6vontab!e results of ^ deM[mtaailon of 

,»d ve^,, . for ^ 

~ 8 device m™,. rclMed , 0 ^ ^ ^ Mfhrare 
for future reference in step f) below ; 

„ W» c^ed from said ffier by said ^ disttiteion 

tor the first time said stent v> u ■ 

"me stepb^to e) being carried out ; thereafter 

o bvV SCMnd ^ ^ pTOestog ^ ^ ^ 

second sc*™* j. Mng m , ^ „ g ^ 

• Pan of sa id inroad reIated to saj „ ^ ^ ^ 
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using by said second software, a favourable result of said authentication as a 
pre-condition for permitting use of said software desired to be protected on 
said second processing device, with no charge ; 



if the result of said determination of 



least said steps c) to g) with said second 



consistence is not favourable, repeat at 



processing device, without re-charging from 



said user said cost ; 

wherein said first and second software being specific to said user. 



19. A method for protecting software debuted by a system from unauthorised use 
as claimed by claim , 8 , wherein no ch | ge by said ^ ^ ^ ^ J 
repeating at least said steps c) to g) . 
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20. A method for protecting softwart 
communication network, from unauthorisei 



a) 



creating by said system, a first sofhv »re ; 



wherem "the presence of identity information/means which being cssemiaJIy ^ J, 
a processing device for enabling operates) for which a rightful user of said 
software desired to be protected has to be sponsible, in said processing device" ■ is 
betng used in the creation of said fi ret sorware as a pre-condition for said first 



software to perform step c) below ; 



distributed by a system through a 
use, comprising the steps of : 



^ a Control nttus, ef 



« rnteh, *» 8 » d sysKm , ,.,.„ j, Mlw 

rontrnl nf n n j | - | , infill u £U , 

«> dN-m-J^ said to, software ™»i„ g „„ said 
said precondition/ information related to tie 



second information related to the 
said second information is consistent 



processing device . for future reference in step 5 ) 

d) thereafter, determining by a second ^ftware. from the processing device 
onwhrch said second software is being use< : 
hardware or/and software thereof; 

e) determining by said second software, if 
with said first information ; 

0 using by said second software, a favou.b.c result of said determination of 
cona.tence as a pre-condition for permit, ing use of said software desired to be 
Protected on the processing device onwhich said second software is being 
used ; 

-peat at least said steps c) to „ if said resuH of said determination of consistence is 
not favourable, without causing any operation(s) 
responsible, being performed ; 

wherein said first a n d i ecpnd J oftwgre beii specific to -Mrf^..- 



hardware or/and software of said 
below ; 



br which said rightful user has to be 
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Sir, 

Formal Amendment Dated Apri l, 02 . 2001 r20 claims p resents 

Pis change the title to read as "Protection of software from unauthorised use". 

Regarding the Office action, P.3, section 7, the missing figures 1,2 are the 
same as those of the parent application. 

Pis amend sheet 1 1 by using the replacement sheet submitted herewith. In the 
replacement sheet 11, the last paragraph "It should be noted ... the present invention." 
is newly inserted and the first paragraph is originally filed. 

In the originally filed specification, P.l, "Field of the Invention", line 1, pis 
delete "commercial", line 2, pis delete "such". 

In the original filed specification, P.2, "Summary of the Invention", second 
paragraph, last line, pis insert "which may be purchased commercial computer 
software" after "products". This is no new matter and is consistent with original filed 
claim 7, line 3. 

In the original filed specification, P.5, line 6, pis change "use" to "user". 
Respectfully submitted, 
Ho Keung, Tse. 



COMMENT 

All claims being amended. Claims 17-20 are new. 20 clams are presented, in 
which claims 1, 7, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20 are independent. 

Claims 2, 4-6 depends directly or indirectly on independent claim 1 . 
Claims 8, 9 depend on independent claim 7. 
Claim 1 1 depends on independent claim 10. 

Claims 3, 13 depends on independent claim 12. Note that claim 3 originally 
depends on claim 1. 

Claim 15 depends on independent claim 14. 
New claim 17 depends on independent claim 16. 
New claim 19 depends on independent new claim 18. 

The present invention as defined by the independent claims as amended is 
directed to protecting software from unauthorised use by means of a "psychological 
barrier". This is an innovative feature of the present invention not being suggested or 
disclosed by the cited prior art reference, either considered individually or in 
combination. 

Independent claims 1, 7, 10, 12, 14 as amended require existence of identity 
means(claims 1, 12, 14)/information(claims 1, 10, 14)/software(claims 7, 12) for 
"operation(s) for which rightful user(s) of the software desired to be protected has to 
be responsible", as a "psychological barrier". 

Regarding the First Office action, P.5, section 13, as the Examiner recognised 
in the second and third paragraphs therein, that Wiedemer (4,796,181) is directed to a 
billing system for computer software and the security module 16 contains information 
therein for enabling billing operation .. take place whenever the protected software is 
to be executed. 

As readable on the amended independent claims 1, 12, 14, their identity 
means/software/information is for enabling operation(s) for which ri ghtful userfs^ of 
the software desired t o be protected has to be responsible and last paragraph recites 
that "wherein access to said software desired to be protected is being provided 
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without causing a said operation being performed", so the security module 16 as well 
as the information therein of Wiedemer (4,796,181) cannot meet identity 
means/software/information of claims 1, 12, 14 as amended because they are for 
enabling billing operation which being user responsible operation, to take place . 

Although Wiedemer (5,155,680) also discloses a billing system and password 
protection, the password protection, as readable on col. 14, lines 4-7, is an 
"independent utility for providing secure data access and telecommunications 
capability for a personal computer even when pay-per-use billing is not desired". It 
has no psychological barrier and an authorised user may allow other unauthorised 
user to use his password as well as the protected software. Therefore, Wiedemer 
(5,155,680) is not applicable to claim 12 as amended. 

Independent claims 7, 10 as amended recites the "authorising software for 
permitting use of the software desired to be protected", is being effectively nnrW th* 
control of the user thereof, this implies that the rightful user(s) can use the authorising 
software to access the protected software without any restriction such as payment. 

Therefore Wiedemer(4,796,181) cannot meet claims 7, 10 as amended. 

The present invention as defined by claim 7 allow unrestricted rightful use of 
protected software while offering protection against unauthorised use by requiring the 
authorising software be contained in the protection software with the identity software, 
and can not be copied therefrom individually. 

Note that claims 7 further recites that the software desired to be protected 
being pub li c l y distributed bv a system against unauthorised us* and at the last 
paragraph, "the improvement resides in said protection depends on no hardware 
specific to said user". 

Claim 10 requires information capable of being used essentially, but not in a 
form to be so used, by the processing device, in enabling operation(s) for which the 
rightful user(s) of the software desired to be protected, has to be responsible ; exists in 
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an authorising program/means and being accessible to the user the authorising 
program/means . 

Independent claims 16, 18, 20 as well as dependent claim 3 of independent 
claim 12, recite "a first software" which recognises a processing device, at the 
present of a psychological barrier and "a second software" for thereafter 
permitting use of software desired to be protected thereon. This is another 
innovative feature of the present invention not being suggested or disclosed by the 
cited prior art reference, either considered individually or in combination. 

Particularly, Claim 16 as amended recites using "a first software being 
supplied to rightful user(s), from a software distribution system, with confidential 
information of rightful user(s) of the software desired to be protected therein", as a 
"psychological barrier". Further, at the last paragraph, "said confidential information 
is necessary for enabling electronic transaction(s) for which said rightful user(s) has 
to be responsible ; and said steps d) to h) is being performed without causing a said 
tranaction take place" . 

Claims 16 as amended recites that first software will recognise a processing 
device in response to information obtained from a user thereof being consistent with 
that confidential information therein. The phrase "in response to" implies no other 
pre-condition(s) including payment, is necessary for the recognition of processing 
device. 

Further, new dependent claim 17 of claim 16 clearly indicates "consistent with 
the confidential information" is the only condition. 

Both new independent claims 18, 20 recites at the last paragraph that "the first 
software is specific to a user", this implies the protected software is confined to the 
use of that user only. 

New claim 18, in particular, recites "identity information/means for accessing 
a remote electronic transaction system an account of that user" and requires the 
account being valid, as a "psychological barrier". 
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And, the first software of claim 18 recognises a processing device, at a cost 
from that user for the first time. It is clearly understood that the cost is for the use of 
the protected software on that recognised processing device by that user, because 
thereafter no further charge therefor, as readable on step h). 

Independent claims 18 further recites, at the present of that psychological 
barrier, the same cost will not be re-charged for recognising another processing 
device, so as to allow the protected software to be used thereon. 

Thus, a user who has paid for the protected software, can use the same on any 
processing device he desires or on the original processing device even after changes 
in software/hardware, without being re-charged, by using a psychological barrier to 
assure the software distribution system that the protected software will continue to be 
used by that user. 

New independent claims 20 is similar to dependent claim 3 of independent 
claim 12 in that both for protection of software distributed through a communication 
network , see claim 3, last line. It is respectfully submitted that, it is a common 
practice to those with ordinary skill in the art to use "recognition of processing 
device" to prevent unauthorised use of network distributed software and re- 
recognition is of course not allowed. 

Note that, claims 20 is similar to independent claims 1, 12, 14 , requires 
presence of identity information/means for "operation(s) for which a rightful user of 
the software desired to be protected has to be responsible", as a "psychological 
barrier". But it requires "without causing any operation(s) for which the rightful user 
has to be responsible, being performed". This implies that no re-charging. 
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stored in another location in each software product, and each of those another 
locations is different in different software products so that it would not be discovered 
and altered. And, each such software product, when executed, will automatically 
check the unencrypted identity stored therein against the decryption result of the 
encrypted one, if they are not consistent, the software product will fail to operate. The 
identity or encrypted identity of the rightful user being included into each of the 
software products by the central computer at the time when the central computer is to 
supply the same to the user computer. Further, to prevent the AS sub-program from 
mistakenly regarding a software product which stored in the computer and which 
being not supplied from the central computer, as a software product under its control, 
the central computer may further include information in a third predetermined 
location of each software product for indicating this fact, that is, the software product 
being supplied from the central computer, to the AS sub-program and each software 
product will not operate if when being executed, it finds that information therein 
being altered. 

It should be noted that the above embodiments are given by way of example only, 
and it will be obvious to those skilled in the art that various changes and 
modifications may be made without departing from the spirit of the present invention. 
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What is claimed is : 

1. (Second time Amended) A method for protectin g software from unauthorised use. , 
comprisin g the steps of : 

[Authorising software for use on a computer, to protect other computer software by 
discouraging a rightful or an authorised user thereof from enabling or allowing other 
person(s) to use said software desired to be protected or a duplication copy thereof ;] 

[ said authorising software being for, when executed, 1) permitting use of said 
software desired to be protected on said computer ; 2 )] 

determining [the existence of] if identity [software in a memory] 
means/information, is existing in a proc essing device [under control of said 
computer] ; 

using a favourable result of said determination as a pre-condition for said 
Processing device providing user access to said software, de.si red to he protected ; 
wherein said identity [software] means/information 

[being for use on said computer to provide information of said rightful or 
authorised user ; said information] 

being essentially used [in] hv a control means of sa id processing device for 

enabling operation(s) for which [said] rightful [or authorised user] userfs) of 
said softwa re desired to be protected has to be responsible ; 

wherein access to said software des ired to he protected is being provided 
without causing a said operation bein g performed . 

[and the existence of said identity software in a memory means under control 
of said computer is being determined without a said operation being performed by 
said remote computer ] 

[wherein use of said software desired to be protected on said computer will not 
be permitted if said identity software is determined as being not existing in a memory 
means under control of said computer .] 
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2. (First time Amended) A method for protecting software from unauthorised use , as 
claimed in claim 1. wherein furthe r comprising the steps of : 

[Authorising software, stored in a device or existing physically on a medium, as 
claimed in claim 1, wherein further comprising software, when being executed, for] 

authenticating said identity [software] means/information ; 

[and if the result of the authentication of said identity software is unfavourable,] 

said identity [software] means/information will [further] be determined as existing 

[not existing in a memory means under control of said computer], if the result of said 

authentication is favourable and as not existing i f otherwise . 

3. (First time Amended) A method f or protecting software from unauthorised use , 
[Authorising software, stored in a device or existing physically on a medium,] 

as claimed in claim [1] 12, wherein said software de sired to he protected being a first 
software used on said processing device for dete rmining third information related to 
hardware and/or softw are of said processing device ; 

wherein further comprising [authenticating] second software for , when being 
executed, authenticating the computer on which [it] said second software runs as 
being [a particular predetermined computer] said processing device , basing on at least 
a part of said third information ; 

[and if the authentication result of the computer on which it runs is unfavourable, said 
authorising software will not permit use of said software desired to be protected and 
will permit use of said software desired to be protected] 

and access to a third software will he provided if said authentication result [of the 
computer] is favourable ; 

wherein said third software being distributed through a c ommunication network to 
said rightful user . 



* 
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[and said identity software is determined as existing in a memory means under control 
of the computer on which said authorising software runs]. 

4. (First time Amended) A method for protecting software fro m unauthorised use , as 
claimed in claim l t [Authorising software, stored in a device or existing physically 
on a medium, as claimed in claim 1,] 

wherein said operation being operation related to making payment from an account of 
said rightful [or authorised user] userfs) . 

5. (First time Amended) A method for protecting software from unauthorised use , as 
claimed in claim 1 . [Authorising software, stored in a device or existing physically 
on a medium, as claimed in claim 1,] 

wherein said software desired to be protected comprises a plurality of protected 
programs; each of said protected programs having validity information in a first 
predetermined location therein for indicating a valid identity of its rightful user exists 
in a second predetermined location therein , and an encrypted identity of its rightful 
user therein; and each of said protected programs, when being executed, will fail to 
operate if said validity information therein being altered, or said identity therein and 
the decryption result of said encrypted identity therein being inconsistent. 

6. (First time Amended) A method for protecting software from unauthorised use , as 
claimed in claim 5 T 

[Authorising software, stored in a device or existing physically on a medium, as 
claimed in claim 5,] 

wherein [further comprising] said processing device having an encrypted identity of 
its rightful user ; and if one of said protected programs stored in said computer has a 
valid user identity which being not consistent with the decryption result of said 
encrypted identity [in] of said [authorising software] processing device T 
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[said authorising software will not permit] use of said protected programs will not he 
permitted and will he pe rmitted if otherwise 

7. (Second time Amended) Protection software for use on a [computer] processing 
device , to protect [purchased computer] software publicly distributed by a system 
against unauthorised use [by discouraging a rightful or an authorised user thereof 
from enabling or allowing other person(s) to use said software desired to be protected 
or a duplication copy thereof] ; 

said protection software comprising : 

identity software [for use on said computer to provide information of said 
rightful or authorised user ;] 

[said information being esentially] essentially used on said processing device 
in enabling operation(s) for which [said] rightful [or authorised user] userCs^ of said 
software d esired to he protected has to be responsible ; 

authorising software effectively under the control of the user thereof for, 
when executed, [permitting use of] providing user access to said software desired to 
be protected [, on said computer] ; 

wherein said identity software and said authorising software are contained in 
said protection software in such a manner that said authorising software is prevented 
from being copied therefrom individually; and 

wherein the improvement resides in said protection d epends on no hardware 
specific to said userfs) . 

8. (First time Amended) Protection software [, stored in a device or existing 
physically on a medium,] as claimed in claim 7, wherein said operation being 
operation related to making payment from an account of said rightful [or authorised 
user] userfsl . 
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9. (First time Amended) Protection software [, stored in a device or existing 
physically, on a medium,] as claimed in claim 7, wherein said authorising software 
[includes] contains said identity software. 

10. (Second time Amended) Authorising progra m/means [for use on a computer] used 
in a processing device , to protect other [computer] software a gainst unauthorised use ; 
[by discouraging a rightful or an authorised user thereof from enabling or allowing 
other person(s) to use said software desired to be protected or a duplication copy 
thereof] ; 

said authorising programZmsans being effectively under the control of the user 
thereof for, [when executed,] providing access to [permitting use of] said software 
desired to be protected [on said computer] ; 

wherein information [of] related to [said] rightful [or authorised user] user(s) 
of said software desired to be protected , exists in said authorising progranVmeans and 
being accessible to the user thereof ; 

said information being capable of being used essentially, but not in a form to 
be so used , [used] by said processing devic e in enabling operation(s) for which said 
rightful [or authorised user] userfs^ has to be responsible . 

11. (First time Amended) Authorising progra m/means [, stored in a device or existing 
physically on a medium,] as claimed in claim 10, wherein said operation being 
operation related to making payment from an account of said rightful [or authorised 
user] userXs). 
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12. (Second time Amended) A method f or protecting software from unauthorised use , 
comprising the steps of : 

[Protection software for use on a computer, to protect other computer software by 
discouraging a rightful or an authorised user thereof from enabling or allowing other 
person(s) to use said software desired to be protected or a duplication copy thereof ; ] 
[ said protection software comprising : ] 

obtaining a first informa tion from a user of a processing device having an 
identity software/means ; 

using said first information received being correct a s a pre-condition for said 
processing device providing user a ccess to said software desired to he protected ; 

wherein said identity softwareZmeans being for [, with password protection 
against used by unauthorised user,] providing a second information [of said] related 
lo_rightful [or authorised user] userfsl of said software desired to h e protected . if_aaid 
correct first information is being obtained from a user thereof : 

and said second information being essentially used by said processing device 
in enabling operation(s) for which said rightful [or authorised user] userfs^ has to be 
responsible ; 

wherein access to said software des ired to be protected is being provided 
without causing a said operation being performed. 

[authorising software for, when executed, permitting use of said software 
desired to be protected on said computer ;] 

[wherein use of said software desired to be protected will not be permitted if a 
correct password not entered by user .] 
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13. (First time Amended) A method for protecting software from unauthorised use , 
[Authorising program , stored in a device or existing physically on a medium,] 

as claimed in claim 12, wherein said operation being operation related to making 
payment from an account of said rightful [or authorised user] user(s) and said first 
information being a password. 

14. (Second time Amended) A method for protecting software from unauthorised use , 
comprising the steps of : 

[Authorising software for use on a computer to protect other computer software by 
discouraging a rightful or authorised user thereof from enabling or allowing other 
person(s) to use said software desired to be protected or a duplication copy thereof ;] 

[said authorising software being for, when executed, 1) permitting use of said 
software desired to be protected on said computer ; 2)] 

authenticating identity [software] information/means [existing in a memory 
means under control of said computer] associated with a control means of a 
processing device ; 

usin g a favourable result of said authentication , as a pre-condition for said 
control means providing user access to said software desired to be protected ; 

wherein said identity [software being for use on said computer to provide 
information of said rightful or authorised user ; ] 

[said] informatio n/means being essentially used by said control means for [in] 
enabling operation(s) for which [said] rightful [or authorised user] userfs^ of said 
software desired to be protected has to be responsible ; 

wherein access to said software desired to be protected is being provided 
without causing a said operation being performed. 



[wherein use of said software desired to be protected will not be permitted if 
the result of said authentication of said identity software is not favourable .] 
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15. (First time Amended) A method for protecting software from unauthorised use , 
[Authorising program , stored in a device or existing physically on a medium,] 

as claimed in claim 14, wherein said operation being operation related to making 
payment from an account of said rightful [or authorised user] user(sV 

16. (First time Amended) A method for protecting s oftware distributed hy a system 
from unauthorised use . comprising t he steps of : 

a) obtaining bv a processing means of said system, confidential information of 
rightful usertsl of said software desi red to he protected ; 

bj Creating by said processing means, a first software with s aid confidential 
information therein ; 

£) transferring from said system, said first software to a processing device under 
control of said rightful userfsl : 

d) thereafter, obtaining bv said first software running on said processing device , 
first information from t he user thereof : 

£) determining by said first software, from said processing device second 
information related to the hardw are or/and software thereof for future reference in 
Step f) below, in response to said first information ohtained be ing consistent with said 
confidential information therein ; 

f} thereafter, authenticating by a second software, the processi ng device onwhich 

said second software is being used, basing on a t least a part of said second 
information ; 

h) using, by said second software, a favourable result of said authentication as a 
pre-condition for permitting use of said software desire d to he protected on the 
processing device onwhich said se cond software is being used ; 

wherein said confidential information is necessary for enabli ng electronic 
transaction^ for which said right ful userfs^ has to be responsible ; and said steps d) 
to h) is being performed without causing a said tranaction take place . 
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[ Protection software for use on a computer, to protect other computer software by 
discouraging a rightful or an authorised user thereof from enabling or allowing other 
person(s) to use said software desired to be protected or a duplication copy thereof ; 
said protection software comprising : 

identity software for, with protection against used by unauthorised user, 
providing information of said rightful or authorised user ; 

said information being in enabling operation(s) for which said rightful or 
authorised user has to be responsible ; 

authorising software for, when executed, permitting use of said software 
desired to be protected on said computer ; 

wherein use of said software desired to be protected will not be permitted if 
said protected identity software is not being caused to be usable by correct 
information obtained from user .] 

17. A method for protecting software distributed by a system from unauthorised use, 
as claimed by claim 16, wherein "said first information obtained being consistent with 
said confidential information" being the only condition for performing said 
determination in said step e). 
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18. A method for protecting software from unauthorised use, comprising the steps of : 

a) transferring from a software distribution system, said software desired to be 
protected to a processing device under control of a user ; 

b) transferring from said software distribution system, a first and second software 
to said processing device ; 

c) determining by said first software running on said processing device, say first 
processing device, if identity information/means which being essentially used 
by a control means of said processing device for accessing in a remote 
electronic transaction system an account of said user, is present in said 
processing device ; 

d) establishing a communication between said first software and a control means 
of said remote electronic transaction system, for verifying said account is a 
valid account, by said control means of said remote electronic transaction 
system to said first software ; 

e) using by said first software, favourable results of said determination of 
presence and verification as pre-conditions for determining from said 
processing device information related to the hardware or/and software thereof, 
for future reference in step f) below ; 

wherein a cost is being charged from said user by said software distribution system, 
for the first time said steps a) to e) being carried out ; thereafter 

f) authenticating by said second software, the processing device onwhich said 
second software is being used, say, second processing device, basing on at 
least a part of said information related to said hardware or/and software ; 
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g) using by said second software, a favourable result of said authentication as a 
pre-condition for permitting use of said software desired to be protected on 
said second processing device, with no charge ; 

if the result of said determination of consistence is not favourable, repeat at 
least said steps c) to g) with said second processing device, without re-charging from 
said user said cost ; 

wherein said first and second software being specific to said user. 

19. A method for protecting software distributed by a system from unauthorised use, 
as claimed by claim 18, wherein no charge by said software distribution system for 
repeating at least said steps c) to g) . 
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20. A method for protecting software distributed by a system through a 
communication network, from unauthorised use, comprising the steps of : 

a) creating by said system, a first software ; 

wherein "the presence of identity information/means which being essentially used by 
a control means of a processing device for enabling operation(s) for which a rightful 
user of said software desired to be protected has to be responsible, in said processing 
device" ; is being used in the creation of said first software as a pre-condition for said 
first software to perform step c) below ; 

b) transferring from said system, said first software to said processing device ; 

c) determining by said first software running on said processing device meeting 
said precondition, first information related to the hardware or/and software of said 
processing device , for future reference in step e) below ; 

d) thereafter, determining by a second software, from the processing device 
onwhich said second software is being used, second information related to the 
hardware or/and software thereof; 

e) determining by said second software, if said second information is consistent 
with said first information ; 

f) using by said second software, a favourable result of said determination of 
consistence as a pre-condition for permitting use of said software desired to be 
protected on the processing device onwhich said second software is being 
used ; 

repeat at least said steps c) to f) if said result of said determination of consistence is 
not favourable, without causing any operation(s) for which said rightful user has to be 
responsible, being performed ; 

wherein said first and second software being specific to said rightful user. 
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2. A method for protecting software from unauthorised use , as claimed in olaim 1, 
wherein further comprising the steps of: 

authenticating said identity means/information ; 

said identity means/information will be determined as existing , if the result of said 
authentication is favourable and as not existing if otherwise . 

3. (second time Amended) A method for protecting software from unauthorised use , 
as claimed in claim 12, wherein said software desired to be protected being [aj first 
software used on said processing device for determining third information related to 
hardware and/or software of said processing device ; 

wherein further comprising second software for, when being executed, authenticating 
the computer on which said second software runs as being said processing device, 
basing on at least a part of said third information; 

and access to [a] third software will be provided if said authentication result is 
favourable , 

[wherein said third software being distributed through a communication network to 
said rightful user] 
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13. A method for protecting software from unauthorised use , as claimed In claim 14, 
wherein said operation being operation related to making payment from an account of 
said rightful user(s). 

16. (Second time Amended) A method for protecting software distributed by a system 
from unauthorised use , comprising the steps of : 

a) obtaining by a processing means of said system, confidential information of 
rightful user(s) of said software desired to be protected ; 

b) creating by said processing means, [a] first software with said confidential 
information therein ; 

c) transferring from said system, said first software to a processing device funder 
control of said rightful user(s)] ; 

d) [thereafter^ obtaining by said first software running on said processing device , 
first Information from the user thereof ; 

e) determining by said first software, from said processing device second 
information related to the hardware or/and software thereof for future reference in 
step f) below, in response to said first information obtained being consistent with said 
confidential information therein ; 

f) thereafter, authenticating by [a) second software, the processing device 
onwhich said second software is being used, basing on at least a part of said second 
information ; 

h) using, by said second software, a favourable result of said authentication as a 
pre-condition for permitting use of said software desired to be protected on the 
processing device onwhich said second software is being used ; 

wherein said confidential information is necessary for enabling electronic 
transaction(s) for which said rightful user(s) has to be responsible ; and said steps d) 
to h) is being performed without causing a said tranaction take place . 
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17. (First time Amended ) A method for protecting software [distributed by a system] 
from unauthorised use, as claimed by claim [16] J2, wherein ["said first information 
obtained being consistent with said confidential information" being the only condition 
for performing said determination in said step e)] said software desired to be 
protected being purch ased com mercial software . 
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18. (First time Amended ) A method for protecting software from unauthorised use, 
comprising the steps of : 

a) transferring from a software distribution system, said software desired to be 
protected to a processing device [under control of a user] ; 

b) transferring from said software distribution system, [a] first and second 
software which being specific to a user , to said processing device ; 

c) [determining by said first software running on said processing device, Bay first 
processing device, if identity information/means which being essentially used 
by a control means of said processing device for accessing in a remote 
electronic transaction system an account of said user, is present in said 
processing device ; ] 

[d)] establishing a communication between said first software running on said 
processing device , and a control means of [said] a remote electronic 
transaction system ; 

d) [for] verifying said (account is] user having a valid account, by said control 
means of said remote electronic transaction system to said first software ; 

e) using by said first software, a favourable [results] result of said [determination 
of presence and] verification as [pre-conditions] a pre-condition for 
determining from said processing device information related to the hardware 
or/and software thereof, for future reference in step f) below ; 

wherein a cost is being charged from said user by said software distribution system, 
for [the first timejsaid steps a) to e) being carried out ; thereafter 

f) authenticating by said second software, the processing device onwhich said 
second software is being used, say, second processing device, basing on at 
least a part of said information related to said hardware or/and software ; 
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g) using by said second software, a favourable result of said authentication as a 
pre-condition for permitting use of said software desired to be protected on 
said second processing device, with no charge ; 



if the result of said [determination of consistence] authentication is not 
favourable, repeat at least said steps c) to g) with said second processing device, 
without re-charging from said user said cost . 

[wherein said first and second software being specific to said user.] 

19. (First time Amended ) A method for protecting software [distributed by a system] 
from unauthorised use, as claimed by claim 18, wherein no charge by said software 
distribution system for repeating at least said steps c) to g) . 
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20. (First time Amended ) A method for protecting software distributed by a system 
(through a communication network,] from unauthorised use, comprising the steps of : 

a) creating by said system, [a] first software ; 

wherein "the presence of identity information/means which being essentially used by 
a control means of a processing device for enabling operatton(s) for which a rightful 
user of said software desired to be protected has to be responsible, in said processing 
device" ; is being used in the creation of said first software as a pre-condition for said 
first software to perform step c) below ; 

b) transferring from said system, said first software to said processing device ; 

c) determining by said first software running on said processing device meeting 
said precondition, first information related to the hardware or/and software of said 
processing device , for future reference in step e) below ; 

d) thereafter, determining by (a) second software, from the processing device 
onwhich said second software is being used, second information related to the 
hardware or/and software thereof, 

e) determining by said second software, if said second information is consistent 
with said first information ; 

f) using by said second software, a favourable result of said determination of 
consistence as a pre-condition for permitting use of said software desired to be 
protected on the processing device onwhich said second software is being 
used; 

repeat at least said steps c) to f) if said result of said determination of consistence is 
not favourable, without causing any operation(s) for which said rightful user has to be 
responsible, being performed ; 

wherein said first and second software being specific to said rightful user. 



